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dinner at 8.45. Good male dinner, with champagne. During
and after dinner, we had from Norton the finest exhibition of
story-telling I ever heard. I was exhausted with laughing.
Later, W. Alcock gave several parody treatments of " liiree
Blind Mice " according to Haydn, Chopin, Mendelssohn, and
Grieg. Admirable. Werg and Hill played solos. I got to
the Club at i a.m. and a half-dressed, half-asleep waiter let me
in. This was one of the finest evenings I ever spent in my life.
Yacht Club, London, Friday, May nth.
Kindersley and Gardiner lunched with me at Reform, as K.
wanted to meet G. K. talked very well. I shall tell him he
ought to go into Parliament. I wrote part of another
Cosmopolitan article in the morning.
After lunch it was funny to see H. G. Wells talking with an
Indian Ruler (I didn't catch his name) whom he was entertaining
to lunch. He brought him to us. The Ruler talked very
sensibly, with a slight accent but extremely correctly. His
burden was : " England cannot now throw us over by abandon-
ing the Monarchy. We need it."
Russian Exhibition and Tolstoy play with Marguerite at 5.30.
I met George Moore on the way there, and he said that he had
never made money out of his books worth talking about.
£1,500 or so out of " Esther Waters ", £1,000 out of his latest,
and so on. It seems that before I asked them to lunch he and
Sickert had had a frightful row, which began by a newspaper
scrap and ended by Sickert inviting himself to dinner at George's
and getting practically turned out. This was George's version.
They had not met since till my luncheon. At that affair they
were charming to each other.
Comarques, Tkorpe-le-Sofan, Sunday, May
Robert Ross gave a lunch at Automobile. Mr. and Mrs. Edmund
Gosse, Eliz. Asquith, Mrs. Colefax, Captain Miller and Dr.
Borenius. I sat between Eliz. A. and Mrs. Colefax. Eliz. A.
looks quite young. She seemed decent and hard, and socially
extremely experienced. A tendency to phrase-making. Much
deep ignorance of literature and even superficial ignorance, e.g.
she didn't know that the French translations of Dostoievsky
are incomplete and the English ones are complete, and read
D. in French. She thought it easier to write a novel than a
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